Autopsy material analysis at the Cardiology Clinic in 1999.
Clinico-pathological studies serve as a valuable source of information in everyday practice of most medical institutions. The aim of this study was to correlate the clinical and pathological diagnoses of principal disease and cause of death after autopsy in patients who died during 1999 at the Cardiology Clinic, Institute of Cardiovascular Diseases, Sremska Kamenica, Yugoslavia. Medical histories and autopsy reports of dead patients were analyzed: 255 (8.46%) patients died, but only 72 (28%) underwent autopsy. In 53 patients (73%) clinical cause of death was cardiac. Among these patients, consequences of coronary (atherosclerotic) artery disease prevailed in 41 patients (77%). Noncardiac cause of death was established in 19 patients (27%) and vascular causes prevailed with 17 (23%). The comparison of clinical and principal disease established by autopsy revealed a complete concordance in 62 cases, partial concordance in 1 and no concordance in 9 cases. Thus, concordance was found in 86-87.5%. The correlation coefficient was 0.48. Comparison of clinical and autopsy diagnoses of causes of death revealed concordance in 53 patients, with correlation coefficient 0.26.